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Your Name                       Teacher Name 
Date                         Assign. Name 
 
Title (NOT “Essay 1” or “Argument Essay”...something that shows me you thought) 
 
Writing Services: The LSU Writing Center offers free, individual peer‐writing tutorials for all LSU students. The Center is located at B‐31 Coates Hall and can also be reached by phone: 578.4439.  
Photoshop Services: Everyone will leave this class with a knowledge of Photoshop. The START program (located in the Basement of Coates Hall) has a free training program (about three hours of your time) that will teach you various software programs. We’ll discuss our interests in class during the first week.  
DisAbility Services: The University and I are dedicated to making reasonable accommodations for persons with documented disAbilites. Students should notify the Office of DisAbility Services 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located in 112 Johnson Hall and all of their instructors of any special needs within the first 2 weeks of class. 
 
Evaluation and Grade Determination: I will write detailed evaluations of each essay/project. These evaluations will address not only the final product, but also all of the work in writing groups and pre‐writing exercises. I will not put a grade on these evaluations for several reasons, the most important of which may be that one tends to pay more attention to the grade than to the evaluation. Instead, I will respond to your work in the unit as a reader responds to papers—I will tell you what I did and didn’t like as a reader and the kinds of things you might think of and practice in order to improve your writing in this particular genre. I will assume my evaluation will be coherent enough so that you will know what I thought about your work and your essay/project. If at any point in the semester you are concerned about your grade I will be more than happy to discuss it during my office hours. We should try to get 
beyond the business of grades and get on with the business of doing our best to improve our 
writing and communications skills.  
 
Final Grade: Your final grade will be based on your attendance, your class participation, your responses to assignments, and the quality of your writing and composing in the course. Though there is no final exam, there will be a portfolio requirement where you compile and evaluate your work for the semester. 
 
Assignments: Letter to Editor, 2pp Choose an issue related to the broad topic of consumerism and media that we have been discussing. This should be an issue that you are concerned about on campus, in your community/ies, in the nation or in the world. Write a letter to the editor of your choice of publication about this issue.  Evaluation Paper, 4‐5pp  Choose one news story presented through multiple networks, channels, websites, or newspapers, and evaluate how the story changes or differs with respect to gender.   Compose and Create: Visual text with 1‐2pp Using Photoshop, alter an ad or product, or create your own, to make the existing media message more accurate. Think of this as a persuasive visual assignment with the goal of identity correction.  Rhetorical Analysis, 6pp Research and analyze an issue as it is discussed within particular online discourse communities and determine how that web space frames the issue. 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Vita Jessica Ketcham Weber grew up in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, where she spent much of her childhood filling out her dad’s lesson plan template sheets, constantly rearranging her bookshelves, giving pop quizzes to her little sister and their stuffed animals, and petitioning elementary school administrators for things such as salad bar rights for all students, not just fifth graders. After a fiery affair with community theatre throughout high school and college, she earned a bachelor of arts degree in English with concentrations in both literature and creative writing from Louisiana State University. Combining her passions for teaching, creative arts, media, and community organizing, she teaches and writes about cultural forms of political resistance, the relationships between media representation and ownership, and the politics of education. In 2009, she was awarded the LSU Graduate School Dissertation Fellowship, and has won several teaching awards at LSU, including the Department of English Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant Award, the College of Arts and Sciences Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant Award, and the Sigma Tau Delta/English Undergraduate Club Teaching Award. Her publications appear in Agency in the Margins: Stories of Outsider Rhetoric, Teaching in 
the Pop Culture Zone: Using Popular Culture in the Writing Classroom, thirdspace: A Journal 
of Feminist Theory and Culture, and Peitho. In August, 2010, she will graduate from Louisiana State University with a doctorate in English with a concentration in rhetoric, writing, and culture and minors in communication studies and women’s and gender studies. Later that month she and her family will move to Seattle, Washington, where she will join Cascadia Community College as a tenure‐track faculty member.  
